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people, it was quite untrue that the English press had ever
flung mud at Zola or his publisher. The absurdity of that
contention was made manifest by the publication, at that
very moment, of several articles in which all the old lies
and aspersions were repeated. These, it is true, appeared
mostly in provincial journals; but two or three London
prints did not hesitate to befoul yet once again the dead
publisher as well as the recently banqueted novelist, whom
G. W. Story, when recounting the controversy in " The New
York Tribune," foolishly described as being " the most lewd
writer in the world." It must be said, to Story's credit, that
his article was a signed one; whereas the valiant scribes of
the British press remained anonymous. They found, un-
doubtedly, that "anonymity in journalism" had its advan-
tages, and wisely decided to cling to it. Since that time,
however, the practice of signing critical articles has spread
considerably and may some day become the general rule.aper
